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Mr. Chainnan ald Gosmitbe l{etr$6s.

Due to wealleredxnil|s I am urde b aflgtd @s rneeting.
\ fiile HB 1$l is beir8 hded r $rpty a hose*eeptlg bil, rdfi€ cord be fisns Fsn fre fLfi. ln t|e h.b tr6 fr stafies to €trflh# obsokte languagp
relatinsbagdqrerdErdddb.ectM. tffi6EAragEbffifutrrnd<eldnoeilrpossfitebrprqatyomesbshoxtptofdcerbin
chssificatixr.
In 15-7-'103 B sf*ing fhe s€nterr:
would pr€uert the HdonE|gs fom haying sdreral meftodr b ague
Pbase 6b tfs W h IE irg€si of al poperu ownes.

Thank you,
Dave Abel

Frcnr ; ilanet Tahtf drereford@imt.neb
Suhject : Seo& Tardion Gomnittee Regadlng HBl 32

ilate: Febna4r8, 2()11 8:06:14 PM MST
Ts : <rera$edr@hotrnall.con>

Senate Taxalion Conrmittee:

W f"T 
.ily- l|au been rficf*B llctt d Porpeys Pilr $ne tg17- fm fre ath gEnerdtdr- Ity rE n @rcm rtrr t|e alcg twaisd ae fte A.n,b ltn

being-bkl I can nnon lls pbcg- the&nrcs ffitreDOR sfrol reruprfu asrslairabrgba ranclr fuqrsadriieneyerbegr a&b run
anwhete ts fie nrnberd t€d tp IIOR say re cm- tA l3a does nci adrless aqy d Ge red gs|ells {,ft OF Am re4praFd.

Vera ard Fted Jolurson sS be artrI€s*qg a nmberd tree p|&hfils at a heafig or Febnxy 10,2011, bld rry fldt corcern ae te At *lS that I har/e
been assesed byfFDOR.

I say kin $ds bil a||d gt G. Tm bad ffi dorft nd<e one good one.

Janet Talodt
Box 1228
\t'forden, MT 59088



February 8,2011

TO: Senate Taxation Committee

House Bill No 132

My name is Scott Bowen. My family and I ranch in northeast Yellowstone County'

Montana. We appealed and protested our property tax increase that originated from the

2009 Properfy Tax Reappraisal. We received a favorable adjustment from the

Yellowstone County fu* npp"al Board (CTAB). The Montana Department of Revenue

appealed the decision to the Montana State Tax Appeal Board (STAB)' This appeal is

pending, waiting on a hearing date.

House Bill 132 attempts to correct language from the original 2009 property tax

reappraisal bill. In my opinion, there ale many problgms with the 2009 reappraisal that

are not addressed in House Bill 132. The majoi problem with the 2009 reappraisal is the

Aum's/Acre. This is one of the factors used to arrive at the "Productivity Value" assessed

on a section of property. We think the Aum's/Acre ale so out of line, there is no

sustainable way to run the Aum's/Acre aqsessed by the Department of Revenue'

Please consider tabling House Bill 132 in hopes of generating a bill that addresses all the

concerns with the 2009 reappraisal of agricultural lands in Montana' I can be contacted

at the numbers below for more information.

Thank you,

Scott Bowen
KS Land Company, LLC
406-794-1862 phone

406-967-2870 fax
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Tar appeal to State Board ofappeals

The NRCS soil survey is inaccurate and not consistent fi'om one survey to anotlter. This survey was used to

calculate the tax t'ates on rny ranch, The survey was done across Montana over natly years, using many

different people and different criteria. This resulted in my taxes in Rosebud County just across the fence

being adjusted the same or less than before and Custer County's doubling. The suwey also uses total

vegeiation instead of palatable vegetation this results in an over estimatiott of carrying capacity, The use of
this survey was never intended for tax purpose and neecls to be reviewed'

My second point of appeal is conceming the reevaluation of timber land. When my ab26 was denied they

simply stated that the forcster from Missoula said there really wasn't any timber land in eastem Montana so

just call it all rangeland. We took2.2 million board feet of timber off this non timber land. Now these areas

are thrown into the rangeland classification, using the soil survey, that makes no account for all of the trees,

juniper, low growing juniper, and various brush species that cause avery large reduction in carrying

capacity. If you are not going to call it tiinberland you must use another classification other than grazing

land.
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February 9, 2011

Dear Chairman and Committee Members, ,,

I do not know whether this bill, HB 132, is the correct vehicle to correct the HUGE

errors in the NRCS soil survey method.

I do know that the language changes in this bill further solidifies the use only of the

NRCS soil survey to determine carrying capacity and disallows the use ot 
lneiticllrs'

I recommend that this bill be tabled until these problems can be addressed in this bill or

in a new bill.

Thank you for your time and consideration .

Wayne Milmine

30 Milmine Lane .

Sanders, MT

CUSTER COUNTY

406- 351- 1126



DATE:

T():

FRON:

RE:

FESRUARY 08, 2r)11

REPRESENTATIVE IIIEVNE STAHL

EI-EAN0R PRATT -" Pl.iONE: (406) 947-5050

HB 132 & Ar,lY TfTXATION/AGRICULTURE.BILL ADDRESSIIIG LAND PRODUCTMTY

Dear Representative Stah1 ;

This correspondence is being sent to you in support of my rancher/neighbors who vil.l be

in Helena on.fetriiry-fO; edff, to-paliictput.'in a trearing for.HB 132. I would'rditto"
Jeanne Charter's t't;# io-you, datec; Februaqf 0+" ZOli, uit[ emphasis on the method used

for re-eva'luation"

The folloring corment on.Attll'S relates to the Pratt Farnily Ranches in Yellor,lstone CoUnty

and VaIIe.y County

- - The 2009-2010 Property Tax fte-evaluation trtFPSr sn both'of these ranches'
listed Auttla tn gicgsi of the ACTUAL Alr!4rs. This was reported' in each

countyo to the ffiR and corrections were reguested'

Verification of AU}I'S can bd made by usind the BLH Records and/or 9y
cornparing l'Jvestock nwnbers and ages sholn on the 'REQUIRED' Annual
Janlary [epor1 to D0Ri and, not bi using soil types wfiich are ttre basis

. of a ,,tERy-c'oIIIPLI{ATED FoRI{JLA" uled by-'lX}R to deternine produotlv,ilv
without taklng into consideration rnisiure. The result is unreliable a.nd

higher property tax asseisflents

The lbpartment of Revenue ALIIAYS mentions that there are'FEt{ PROTESTORSil and they.are
"C0NcEiITRATED llt Olrt-y Ottf GEilERAL AREA:"of northeastern.Yellonstone County,-_!ary!jng is
a 365-bay-a-iear job and you ean T?UST !,lE rdren I say EVERV Rffl&{ER U0ULD PR0TEST if fhere
was TIilE to RESEARCH, $EITE, TESTIFY, TRAVEL to HELENA and DECIPHER the COIIPLI.CATED
RE.APPRAISAL FORSIULA !

CONCLUSION: P L E A S E .:onsider Vera Beth Johnsonrs informatlion (.sent on
FebruarT 03' ?0I1) as VERY RELIABLE as she and her neighboting
ranchers have spent countless houts researching ranch history,
compiling dat*, naking graphs/chartsr reading the law. giving
testimonyn etr:,

TI{ANK YOU for YOUR e0NCERl{ and for 'I0UR HELP !

Si ncerely,


